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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10-29 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

Claim 10 teaches "wherein the non-filled monolithic porous carbon structure is a 
single piece and is not granular and is not composed of granular carbons bound 
together by a binder". Examiner notes new reference Gadkaree(6187713) teaches a 
filter element for removing contaminants from gases comprising a monolithic porous 
carbon structure(extruded honeycomb), wherein the monolithic porous carbon structure 
is a single piece(noting the structrure is a liquid phenolic resin which is cured and then 
carbonized to form a monolithic porous carbon structure(column 11 lines 7-10). 
Examiner notes however that the structure requires a hydrophobic carbonizable filler to 
be added to form a good honeycomb extrusion. Upon a discussion which Charles Kim 
on March 30, 2006, representative for applicant, examiner noted that inclusion in the 
independant claims that the structure is non-filled would overcome the monolithic 
porous carbon structure of Gadkaree(6187713), which teaches a structure that includes 
a filler, wherein Gadkaree clearly states that the filler is required for forming a good 
honeycomb extrusion. Claims 11-19 depend on claim 10 and hence are also allowed. 

Claims 20-29 teaches "in which the filter element comprises a non-filled 
monolithic porous carbon structure which is a single piece and is not granular and is not 
composed of granular carbons bound together by a binder". Examiner notes new 
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reference Gadkaree(6 18771 3) teaches a filter element for removing contaminants from 
gases comprising a monolithic porous carbon structure(extruded honeycomb), wherein 
the monolithic porous carbon structure is a single piece(noting the structrure is a liquid 
phenolic resin which is cured and then carbonized to form a monolithic porous carbon 
structure(column 1 1 lines 7-10). Examiner notes however that the structure requires a 
hydrophobic carbonizable filler to be added to form a good honeycomb extrusion. Upon 
a discussion which Charles Kim on March 30, 2006, representative for applicant, 
examiner noted that inclusion in the independant claims that the structure is non-filled 
would overcome the monolithic porous carbon structure of Gadkaree(6187713), which 
teaches a structure that includes a filler, wherein Gadkaree clearly states that the filler is 
required for forming a good honeycomb extrusion. Claims 21-29 depend on claim 20 
and hence are also allowed. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert A. Hopkins whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 159. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am-5pm, 
every Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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